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2.Report Chiyodagaku Imai Zemi
In 2023, a comprehensive seminar research was conducted focusing on the multifaceted aspects of urban
life, with a specific focus on the Chiyoda ward. This seminar sought to deepen students' interest in the
everyday dynamics of urban living while encouraging them to explore the sociological meanings embedded
within city life. Through a blend of theoretical insights and practical fieldwork, the seminar aimed to

enhance students' abilities to plan, develop, and execute social science research, particularly in the context
of Chiyodaku and Kudanshita.

The seminar was a part of the broader Chiyoda Studies Project (2023), which aimed at analyzing how
everyday life in the Chiyoda ward is changing in response to various global and local factors, based on long-
term interviews with locals and visitors alike. In particular, the project sought to gather a wide range of
opinions and suggestions from local residents to better understand and contribute to the revitalization of
local communities. Through engaging with diverse viewpoints, students were encouraged to develop and

consider new approaches to urban planning, tourism, and regional branding.

Research activities included understanding the definition of local communities, interviewing various
community members, reflecting on social issues through detailed data analysis, and proposing specific
initiatives for each region. The first semester's activities laid the groundwork for this exploration. After an
introduction to urban renewal and gentrification, students embarked on a 10-week seminar-work that
included city walks, visual mapping, observation, and interviews, particularly focusing on the Jinbocho area.
This phase allowed students to create maps, conduct initial interviews reported by Nikkei Newspaper in
December 2022, and compile a list of future interviewees.
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As the seminar progressed into its second phase, discussions expanded to cover the use of local parks, the
food landscape of Chiyoda, the reuse of highways, and the utilization of skyscraper rooftops. This
culminated in the creation of a mock-up model of Kanda Jinbocho as the one assignment. Afterwards
students presented their initial research findings in poster form, further delving into their topics, collecting
more data, and analyzing their findings for their final graduation theses. The seminar also included external

meetings with experts and explorations of Tokyo local urban make-up.

The seminar composition reflected a growing interest in urban studies, with participation increasing from
5 students in 2022 to 10 students in 2023. This seminar not only provided students with a solid
understanding of the complexities of urban life and development but also equipped them with the skills to
analyze, study, and express urban phenomena through various methods and media. The focus on both
global and local perspectives enabled students to gain a comprehensive understanding of the past, present,
and future of cities in the era of globalization. Through this seminar, students were able to contribute
meaningfully to the academic discourse on urban studies, particularly in the context of Chiyoda ward,
providing fresh insights and perspectives on the evolution, culture, and socio-economic dynamics of urban

living. (Imai Heide)
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