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Y/ = Ther Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 . L
fggﬂ!, J\ A ﬁ Small Reconstruction Parks ﬁgﬂﬂnﬂmﬁaﬁi\\ Togo Marshal Memorial Park

Following the Great Kanto Earthquake (September 1, 1923), it was found that open spaces and
greenery in parks played a major role in helping to extinguish the post-earthquake fires that
ravaged the city by acting as firebreaks, which in turn elevated the importance of establishing
parks.

Based on this knowledge, the then City of Tokyo developed 52 small parks as part of recon-
struction efforts in the areas destroyed by fire.

In addition to serving as places for local residents to relax, centers for the local community,
and local disaster prevention bases, the small parks developed next to elementary schools
have also been used by the schools as an extension of the school grounds or as an educational
tool to teach children about the plants and flowers growing there.

The parks not only became symbols of recovery and reconstruction following the quake, but
also served as models for the subsequent development of city parks and children’s parks.

This park was one of the small parks under the Imperial Capital Reconstruction Plan, and was
located next to Ueroku Elementary School in Kojimachi Ward. This park consists of two parts,
the east and the west. The eastern part is a free space of about 850 square meters, surrounded
by trees. In the rear shrubbery, the running water from the upper pool was guided and aquatic
plants were placed there. On the west side of the plaza is a children's playground equipped
with a slide, a sandbox, swings and a seesaw. The west side of the park is a plateau higher than
the plaza, with a 25-meter-long, 6-meter-wide children's swimming pool, and changing rooms
and showers on the east and south sides. The irrigation water was pumped up by power and
supplied with groundwater. This facility was built with donations from Kojimachi Ward. There
is one entrance on the western street side and two entrances on the southern street side, each
with a simple door. Low concrete fences and fences were built along the streets, wire mesh
fences were built on the private land side, and low hedges were built on the shrubbery. In addi-
tion, various facilities such as toilets, staff rooms, roadbeds, and lighting have been placed in
appropriate locations within the park.
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